GOVT 2306 Final Short Answer Study Guide

Your final will cover Chapters 8-14 from the textbook. There will be 70 multiple choice questions worth one point each, for a total of 70 points. There will also be 6 short answer questions worth 5 points each, for a total of 30 points. The overall final is worth 100 points total. 
You will have two opportunities to take the exam. The exam questions will be randomly generated from a larger test bank. Each time an exam is opened, a different version of the midterm will be created. The two opportunities are intended to help prepare for the possibility of technology issues, connectivity issues, dogs throwing up on the carpet issues, children flushing your cell phone in the toilet issues, not having enough sleep issues… you get the idea. Even if you do not finish the final, each time you open it, will count as one of your attempt opportunities. 

You will have 120 minutes to take the final. If you allocate about one minute per multiple choice question, that leaves you with 50 minutes for the 6 short answer questions. 

When you are done with the final, the grade will be abnormally low. Please do not panic. I have to manually grade the short answer responses. If you take the final twice, I will grade the short answer responses for the attempt with the highest multiple choice score. 
GOVT 2306 Final Short Answer Questions

The questions that appear on your final will be randomly generated from this question list. Please take this opportunity to create a study guide for yourself that addresses the following questions.

1. a) Describe the most important formal powers of the Texas governor under the state constitution. 
1.It’s to sign and vet bills signed by the legislature
2.The governor of Texas is the head of states executive branch

3. He or she is the states military commander -in -chief 

4.He or she is responsible for appointing the secretary of the state and members of various state department and agencies as well as members of task forces and advisory boards 

5.The governor may also pardon people or commute punishment 
b) How do these powers reflect a commitment to the principle of checks and balances?
The principle of checks and balances as established in constitution are based on Montesquieu’s theory of the separation of the powers ,Montesquieu’s suggested that order to prevent tyranny .
The governmental concept of separation of powers was incorporated into the US constitution to ensure that no person or a branch of government could be too powerful.

2. a) Explain the legislative powers of the Texas governor.
 1.signing and vetting bills passed by the legislature 

2.serving as a commander in chief of the state’s military forces 

3.convening special sessions of the legislature for specific purposes 

4.Delivering a report on condition of the state of the state to the legislature 

b) How can the special session be a powerful tool for the governor?

The  special session is seen as a powerful political tool that adds luster to the governor (Sabato 1983) It’s an extra period of law making called within the discretion of the governor, legislative machinations work which is similar to the regular session but the pace is much faster 

3. a) What are the key duties of the Texas secretary of state?
1.Serves as the governors lead liaison for Texas Border and Mexican Affairs 

2.Manages an array of issues that involve the Texas Mexico border and Texas Relations Boarder 
3.He or she is directed to serve as the states chief international protocol officer 
b) Why is it an important position?                                                                                                                            The secretary is in-charge of states record pertaining to the states documents executive orders various statutes and regulation ,he or she  serves as the Chief Election Officer for Texas assisting county election officials and ensuring the uniform application and interpretation of election laws throughout Texas 

4. a) What is the plural executive?
Is a group of officers or major officials or a committee that functions in making current decisions or in giving routine orders usually the responsibility of an individual where the power of the governor  limited and distributed amongst other government officials .
b) Describe the offices that constitute the plural executive in Texas.
1. Attorney General; serves as the lawyer for the state of Texas 

2. Lieutenant Governor; serves as the presiding officer of the Texas senate 

3. Secretary of the state; serves as the chief election officer 

4. Commissioner of the General Land Office; runs the Texas General Land office, which manages and administers mineral leases and state lands

5. Comptroller of Public Accounts; serves as the chief tax collector and accounting officer 

c) How does the plural executive compare with the executive branch of government under the U.S. Constitution?
The U.S. constitution creates a unitary executive that concentrates executive power in the president whereas the Texas constitution creates a plural executive that disperses executive power across the multiple elected offices thereby fragmenting the executive branch of government and preventing power over the executive branch from concentrating in any one individual or office.
d) What are the political principles behind the creation of the plural executive?

According to the University of Texas at Austin, a plural executive system of government limits the power of executive which could be a president or governor by distributing power across several elected leaders 

5. Why is Texas lieutenant governor arguably considered the most powerful politician in the state?

They decide when a bill comes up for a vote and when to recognize a senator for any floor action and the lieutenant governor still has power over a bill even if it makes it out of the committee 
6. a) Describe the organization of the judicial branch in Texas.
It includes the court system of the state and the judicial agencies such as the Office of  Court 
Administration , its roles is to interpret the law and resolve legal disputes , it’s the smallest branch of state government. 
b) What are the different kinds of courts in Texas, and what are their specific functions?
        1.Texas supreme court, handles civil and juvenile cases 

           2.Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, handles criminal cases 

           3.The Top Appellate court they choose discretion in hearing all appeals 

c) What makes the top appellate court(s) in Texas so different from that of the United States?
The organization of the court structure consists of a hodgepodge of courts with overlapping jurisdiction some have specialized jurisdiction whereas others have broad authority to handle variety of cases .
The Us supreme court has appellate authority over all cases in territorial united states  
7. a) Texas politics has always been a heated topic, but none more so than the area of judicial politics. Explain and discuss the partisan nature of and the political aspects to judicial selection.
Texas leads the country with execution that’s it has a strict reputation for law and order sentencing
b) Why is the system so partisan?
Main participants in the court system are trial and appellate judge  prosecutors criminal defense lawyers and lawyers representing plaintiff and defendants in civil lawsuits  
c) How does campaign finance play a role? 

Shows how much money comes into a campaign and how its spent  and reports shows the public who is helping a candidate get elected 
8. a) Minority representation across the judicial branch is not representative of the diversity of the U.S. population, and this is particularly true in Texas. Why is minority representation so low?
The Texas constitution mandates that provides a (n) that limits how much the legislature may spend in a biennium
b) What efforts have been made to remedy this situation?
 
Need to prioritize gender, visible minority, aboriginal and disability 

c)  Is there a solution to increasing representation from a variety of Texans?

Yes, because diversity of judiciary is important because it will a judiciary where every group is represented.
9. a) Texas judges usually get to the bench by only one method of judicial selection. Describe how most judges are selected in Texas.
Judges are elected by people and candidates are listed on the ballot without a label designating party affiliation 
b) What is some alternative means of selection for state judges? 

Appointment by a committee 
c)  What has Texas done to ameliorate some of the problems with judicial elections?

Maintain judicial elections but eliminate partisan affiliations 
10. a) Analyze the importance of county government in Texas.
1. It’s used to govern rural areas of the state 

2. Maintenance of county roads and the bridge, law enforcement, dispute resolution, record keeping and administration of social services 

b) What are the main governmental tasks of counties?
They are tasked with performing general public administration services , administer and enforce state laws, collect taxes , record public documents , conduct elections and issue licenses through appointed board and officials .
c)  How are counties organized, and how is authority distributed?

An elected commission which generally consists of a small number of commissioners serves as the governing body within the county performing all legislative and executive functions 
11. How do counties in Texas differ from cities in their powers, duties, and responsibilities, and which do you think has more advantages?

Counties have limited specified legal powers and except for law enforcement, courts, the jail, public health, food-plain administration and rural road and bridge matters they cannot do much else 

Cities, towns and villages have significantly broader powers, depending on what kind of municipality they have 
12. Different types of city government create different political opportunities and problems. Using the different city government types, describe the particular political environments of Texas’s four largest cities.

1.Mayor Council –weak mayor –has equal voting power with the members of the council 

2.Mayor Council –strong mayor –has veto power on the decisions of the council 

3.Commission – each council member is in charge of a different city department 

4. Council Manager –is chosen by a council city to run city department 
13. a) Describe functions the types and challenges of special purpose districts in Texas.
Their function is to accommodate the needs of the growing population finance construct and operate the public infrastructure in new and growing communities 
There two type that is independent school and special districts

The challenges are that the legislative process under which they were created has taken criticism

b) Who creates them?
The legislature 

c)  How are they created?
They are created by legislative action, court action or public referendum 
d)  What is their role?

To meet a specific need in the community 

14. a) What happened when tuition and fees for Texas colleges were no longer controlled or mandated by the state legislature?
It made it more difficult for Texas students to attend colleges, in 2003 political leaders found themselves in a $10 billion shortfall for the upcoming budget period.
b)  Discuss the background conditions that led to this decision and how this affected state funding for higher education.

The state spending declined and federal investments grew sharply, largely driven by increase in the Pell Grant program, a need-based financial aid program that is the biggest component of federal higher education spending 

15. a) Discuss the major sources of state revenue in Texas and the major categories of state spending.
1.sales holiday tax –it takes place in August every year

2.motor vehicle taxes and fees –the state collects 6.25% on new and used vehicles 
3.motor vehicle fuel tax –the state collects 20% motor fuel taxes per gallon on diesel and 15% per gallon on liquefied gas

Texas agencies utilize statewide contracts established by the Comptroller’s office and the Department of Information Resources 
b)  How does Texas compare to other states in terms of spending in these areas?
It spends less than other states because it has less revenue tax to spend thus whatever benefits Texas maybe acquiring by virtue of having lower taxes likely have been wiped out by its lower expenditure on services.
16. Explain the strengths and weaknesses of the budgetary process in Texas.

The strength of the budgetary process is in the number of agencies and people who develop the budget while the weakness is in the ability, post –ratification, of parties to alter the legislation
17. Identify and discuss the major players in the budget process in Texas (offices or entities).

Due to the complexities in the formation and implementation the budgetary process involves contribution and input of a variety of key players and stakeholders which include government ministries, the ministry of finance, auditor general, legislature, executive, interest groups, academics and the general public 
18.a) How does the Texas Constitution shape the budget?
On all even numbered years’ government agencies submit a strategic plan requesting for funds to the Legislative Budget Board (LBB) and the Governors Offices of Budget Planning and Policy (GOBPP)
b)  What budgetary requirements or restrictions are found in the Texas Constitution?
The constitution states four limitations on state spending that is debt limit, pay as you go limit, limit on certain growth and spending welfare limit.
c)  Do these restrictions help or hurt Texas in today’s competitive business environment?

Unions say that they help increase the wage rate, improve working conditions, and create incentives for employees to learn continued job training. 
 d)  Are there any problems with these restrictions for a rapidly growing state?

It becomes difficult to manage the adjustments that accompany social and economic changes 

    19.a) What is public policy?
It is a course of action created and/or enacted, typically by a government, in response to public, real-world problems.
b)  Explain the steps in the policy-making process.
1. Identify policy objective an effective policy should be able to answer a question or solve a business problem
2. Policy formation here you strategize how to solve unanswered questions or issues

3. Adopting the best solution making decision on the best approach 

4. Implementing business policy focuses on publicizing and making the policy work 

5. Evaluating policy directives involves an ongoing evaluation  

 c)  Explain the policy-making process.
1. Agenda building-  a problem must exist that is called to the attention of the government 

2. Formulation and adoption- coming up with an approach to solve the problem

3. Implementation - provide a just broad of the outline 

4. Evaluation and termination –determining how well the policy is working 

  d) What limitations do policy-makers face when trying to create public policy?
        1.Increasing pluralistic inherent values in the society 

        2. politicians and media groups consider their own interest first 

 e)  What are the consequences of these limitations?

All interest groups may have an equal important cause but not all voices are heard 

       20.Explain the impact that Brown v. Board of Education had on education policy in Texas.

This case took on the segregation within school systems or the separation of white and black students within the public schools

       21.How have national policies affected the state’s effort to address poverty?
Poverty as measured by a household income relative to the national average is a symptom of deeper and more complex problems 

 How has Texas addressed the issue of poverty?
The state has significantly curtailed the amount of traditional welfare, it provides to poor Texans through cash assistance over the last two decades, providing residents with higher incomes than those who qualify for cash welfare 
22.Explain the controversy with the issue of welfare dependency. How would you evaluate the welfare policy?

The welfare programs have been criticized as the primary contributors of this poverty enrichment, the underlying causes are thought to be as follows first people receiving welfare don’t have the same economic pressure to work their self-reliance erodes 

23.Explain how controversies over issues such as abortion and Affordable Health Care services for Texas residents arose.

Abortion is controversial because it comes up against one of the strongest instincts of anything alive billions of years of evolution have ensured that the vast majority of complex living creatures will invest in protecting their young.
24.a) How are urban police forces different from suburban or rural police forces? 
In urban policing the crime is going to occur almost 54% more than in rural areas  

  b)  What are the challenges facing police departments in Texas today?
According to Schmalleger (2011) corruption, on duty dangers, deadly force, and racial profiling are some of the challenges faced by police 
c)  What changes have been implemented to deal with these challenges?
1. Police staffing analysis 

2. Technical diagnostic exercise 

 Do these changes go far enough?

Yes, but the implementation process takes long 

25.a) What are the steps after a person is arrested?
1.investigation of the crime by the police

2.prosecution of a criminal by a district attorney 

3.initial hearing and arraignment
 b) Do you believe the criminal justice system creates criminals? 
Yes, the system needs to be strong and able to protect the human rights of accused and victims the rich or the poor 
 c)  Explain the process of how an accused person obtains a criminal defense.
A military judge presides over special court -martial a defense is assigned to the accused under circumstances and a trial attorney is assigned to the prosecution 
 What are the concerns with a court-appointed attorney?

They cover both public defenders and attorneys appointed by the court in instances when there is conflict of interest 

26. a) One of the most controversial judicial issues in Texas is the death penalty. Explain some of the reasons for the controversy.
They found that judges tend to affirm death penalty sentences in states where judges are elected and there is strong public support for the death penalty 
 b)  How does race play a role in the controversy?
There is a racial and disparity especially African-Americans are disproportionately repented on death row 
 c)  What role does the court of criminal appeals play?
It pardons and paroles votes on clemency for death -row inmates  and it also exercises discretionary review over criminal cases which means that it may choose whether or not to review a case 
 d) What is the process by which clemencies are offered?

There is a constitutional amendment that was passed that charged the board with giving the governor recommendation on clemency 
27.a) The integrity of the Texas judicial system has been called into question many times. Explain what events have caused it to be called into question. 
93% of the Texas justice of peace does not even have law degrees so any criminal with a properly informed knowledge of the law can win in court 
  b) Discuss the outcome of the situations and what the state of Texas is doing to combat future accusations.
Probably not because the Texas judiciary has a lot of legislature issues that they experience  

28.a) What challenges does Texas currently face concerning transportation?
1. The environmental impact; the transport sector is responsible for   approximately of all greenhouse gas emissions 

2. Customer experience the public transport need to adjust to the new technology 
3. Efficiency, according to the Network Rail around 60% of passengers’ delays are caused by rail companies 
 b)  What solutions are proposed to deal with these challenges
1. More sustainable transport options

2. Integrate public transport with technology 

3. Adjust to technology 
 c)  Describe the political constraints faced by policy-makers when trying to address transportation needs in Texas.

Drawing inspiration from the limits of the top -down approach, between the end of 1970s and early 1980s 

29.How does immigration policy reflect the inherent tensions within federalism?

The devolution of immigration enforcement from federal to local authorities threatens to disrupt fragile trust nurtured over the years between local law enforcement and immigrant communities 

30.Describe the 60x30TX strategic plan.
It helps student succeed, the new higher education plan, 60x30tx focuses on this common goal by striving for 60% of the 25- 34 years old Texas population to hold a degree or certificate by 2030 
 What challenges will Texas have in terms of implementing this strategic plan?

Getting it right is a challenge and financial challenge 

